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Nadine Dorries MP 

Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport 

100 Parliament Street 

London 

SW1A 2BQ  

 

letter via  
email: enquiries@dcms.gov.uk 17th September 2021 

Dear Nadine Dorries 

Protecting the assets of our wonderful World Heritage Coastline of Dorset 

Energy from Waste Incinerator proposal submitted 07/09/2020 

Planning Application WP/20/00692/DCC Portland Port, Castletown, Portland DT5 1PP.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurrah for a new Secretary of State, particularly one who has moved from Dept of Health! This issue 

is indeed a health issue too!  Brilliantly, we read your stance over the Covanta Incinerator which 

depressingly is now under construction. So wonderful to know you are also fully knowledgeable 

about Energy from Waste Incineration which is especially concerning in our existential era of global 

warming and resources depletion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of proposed Waste Incinerator 
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We have been in contact with UNESCO and had warm conversations with Charles Kennedy in London 

at the UK National Commission for UNESCO.  Réka Viragos, Renewable Energy Transition and World 

Heritage, UNESCO has kindly written a long response: “ please rest assured that the World Heritage 

Centre is informed about the proposed incinerator plant project, and is following closely this issue 

with the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and the relevant authorities of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Thanking you for your interest in the 

protection of World Heritage.” It is as they have explained Article 4 of the World Heritage 

Convention, "the duty of ensuring the identification, protection, conservation, preservation and 

transmission to future generations of the cultural and natural heritage situated on its territory" 

belongs primarily to the States Parties to the World Heritage Convention. 

We wrote to Oliver Dowden as SoS DCMS on the 31 March 2021 and 7th July 2021 but as yet no 

response.  Richard Drax our MP wrote to him too – no response concerning this very important 

issue.   

Portland Harbour was the home of the 2012 Olympic Sailing Championships. Today the sailing 

international, national and local events continue to expand allowing ever more people from all walks 

of life to enjoy the sport and recreation of our sea. This sporting arena needs your Championship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This location is set in a landscape surrounded by and abutting SSSIs and SACs, in the midst of a WHS 

and within a focal point for the Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and yet Natural England 

have not yet responded although the application was made a full year ago. Public Health England 

have not changed their view even when we submitted to them the latest damming research on fine 

particulates, Dioxins, Furans and PCBs.  Wonderfully, Dorset Public Health have objected as have the 

local GPs, schools together with Portland Town Council and Weymouth Town Council. The Jurassic 

Coast Trust have objected to the Environment Agency over the environment permit consultation 

which closes on 22/09/21 and we await their updated submission to the planners. 

 

Richard Drax our MP wrote “I am writing to add my voice to the large number of strong objections 
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against the propose waste incinerator plant on Portland.  Portland suffers from deprivation and 

poverty and residents often feel “dumped upon”.   . . .    What I and many do not want to see is 

another imposition on the island in what, in effect, is a blot on the landscape.   . . .  I will continue to 

support the port in every way I can, but an incinerator is not something I can get behind.” 

The Isle of Portland is a unique place on the Dorset Coast. A destination of dreams, ambition and 

delight and is also of course home to thousands of people.  

 

This photo montage of the proposed building with its plume shows how it will change the island for 

ever.  Its huge bulk with a roof 54m high, which is equivalent to about 7 normal houses piled on top 

of each other, with a chimney 90m high will disrupt and damage the views of the island known for its 

iconic wedge form.  Thomas Hardy described Portland as ''the Gibraltar of Wessex''.  It will emit a 

signal plume of vapour, visible day and night, illuminating the fact that emissions of greenhouse 

gases and other pollutants are being released into the air year on year for another 30 years for the 

life of the plant. This will occur under the noises of all the inhabitants living on the island, the 

nearest homes being only 500m away. HMP Prison The Verne is also located above the chimney. The 

toxins will be wind blown up and down the coast, landing on land and sea. 

  



stopportlandwasteincinerator.co.uk  stoppwi@gmail.com 
   Page 4 of 4 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The historic Henry VIII Sandsfoot Castle and her sister Portland Castle were built to protect the naval 

fleet in Portland Harbour.  The Port area and the conservation area of Castletown is home to 11 

listed historic places.  English Heritage have already objected and yet deals and sweeteners are being 

offered such as a new footpath and some strimming and repairs to the heritage sites.  Provision that 

should have been achieved anyway and show a lack of duty of care towards historic monuments. 

This mercantile waste incinerator application has powerful funding behind it, but no will to care for 

our heritage. No amount of this type of mitigation will alleviate our objections to health and well-

being.  We must protect this unique location.  

The Environment Bill is great legislation but it will come too late. 
These rich Cultural Heritage assets need you to champion them and protect our World Heritage 
UNESCO status which as we have witnessed in Liverpool is vulnerable if not properly appreciated 
and conserved. 
 

We know it is an honour to have been chosen as a World Heritage Site, deemed worthy of 
preservation due to its universal value to humanity. It is a dishonour to everything the Jurassic Coast 
stands for.  To blight the area by constructing a vast edifice that reinforces the dangerous practice of 
burning rather than recycling material. Richard Drax read out our Petition in Parliament.  George 
Eustice replied in writing that “the Government are committed to closely monitoring EfW capacity as 
they take action to continue the shift away from a take, make, use, throw system to a greener, more 
circular economy.” 
The Dorset Jurassic Coast made it clear to the World that EXTINCTIONS HAPPEN.  It is this 
educational resource of the fossil records that gave foundation to the understanding of Evolution 
and indeed the Origin of the Species.  
 

We quote: UNESCO “requires people to come together in support of a common cause” and “embody 
the Site’s Outstanding Universal Value, tangible or intangible, collaboration and cooperation are 
essential.” To this end we request with the utmost urgency that your department supports our 
Campaign by responding to this planning application.  
Please Object and join with us, the local people, and our MP Richard Drax, who have all objected to 
the proposed building of this Energy from Waste Incinerator in this location.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Paula Klaentschi BA Hons Dip Arch retired Architect  m 07729312156 
Coordinator Stop Portland Waste Incinerator Campaign 
cc Richard Drax MP Baroness Jones of Moulsecoomb   ClientEarth Greenpeace 

Friends of the Earth Portland Town Council      Weymouth Town Council  
Jurassic Coast Trust Dorset CPRE DorsetCAN UKWIN 

Location of proposed Waste Incinerator. 

This is exactly where the rainbow ends in the 

photo below. 

No crock of gold for the locals!! 

Only Pollution for Profit 

 


