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Planning

Subject: FW: Response from Rebecca Pow to seeking a Moratorium on new EfW capacity in 

England

 
 

From:   
Sent: 18 May 2021 09:35 
To: richard.drax.mp@parliament.uk; Emma Macdonald <e.c.macdonald@dorsetcc.gov.uk> 
Cc: 'Sue Cutter' Sylvia Barker 
cllr.giovanna.lewis@portlandtowncouncil.gov.uk; cllr.rob.hughes@portlandtowncouncil.gov.uk 
Subject: Response from Rebecca Pow to seeking a Moratorium on new EfW capacity in England 
 
Dear Richard and Emma 
 
In our inbox this morning comes this response to another EfW Incineration Campaign who have written to Rebeca 
Pow and received her response below.  I send it having  highlighted parts of the text myself as it indicates that the 
issue of surplus capacity and it is a material consideration when considering current planning applications for EfW 
incinerators and surplus capacity.  If you wish to have sight of the original document I am sure the source will 
provided it as it must surely be in the public domain.  Please add this to the application file documents. 
 
Kind regards 
Paula Klaentschi  
Coordinator on behalf of: 
www.stopportlandwasteincinerator.co.uk 

 
SPWI will not pass on the personal details you have given us to any other organisation, for any purpose without your 
expressed agreement. Your  details will be kept  on record for the purpose of sending you information and news by 
Email or paper copy.  Should you wish to unsubscribe please advise SPWI by email  
<<Morning all, 
 
Follows a response to my question seeking a Moratorium on new EfW Waste in England - note the last paragraph! 
 
“Thank you for your email of 17 March to the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy on behalf of 
your constituent about waste incinerators. I am replying as the Minister responsible for this policy area. I apologise 
for the delay in responding. Defra is currently dealing with high volumes of correspondence due to COVID-19. Thank 
you for your understanding during this challenging time.  
 
The Government’s Resources and Waste Strategy (RWS), published in 2018, sets out how we will minimise the 
damage caused to our natural environment by reducing and managing waste safely and carefully. A key principle of 
the RWS is to prevent waste occurring in the first place. This is in keeping with the waste hierarchy, which ranks 
options for waste management according to their environmental impact. Where waste does occur, we need to 
manage it in the most resource-efficient way possible. After waste prevention, priority goes to preparing waste for 
reuse, recycling, and then recovery. Disposal, for example in landfill, is regarded as the worst option. The RWS can 
be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/resources-and-waste-strategy-for-england  
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The RWS recognises that even with our policies for greater waste prevention, reuse and a 65% municipal waste 
recycling rate, there will still be a need to manage residual waste. Our view is that energy from waste (EfW) should 
not compete with greater waste prevention, re[1]use or recycling, however, it does play an important role in 
diverting waste from landfill and is usually the best management option for most residual waste.  
 
Our landmark Environment Bill will legislate for Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), where producers of 
packaging are responsible for managing packaging waste; the introduction of a Deposit Return Scheme (DRS); and 
the consistent collection of materials by local authorities for recycling. These measures were set out in the RWS and 
will improve the quality and increase the quantity of materials collected for recycling and help us to meet our target 
of 65% of waste being recycled by 2035. We are currently seeking views on a DRS and EPR via public consultation: 
https://www.gov.uk/search/policy-papers-and[1]consultations?organisations%5B%5D=department-for-
environment-food-rural[1]affairs&parent=department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs  
 
In October 2020, as part of the Circular Economy Package, we legislated to include a permit condition for landfill and 
incineration operators meaning they cannot accept separately collected paper, metal, glass or plastic for landfill or 
incineration unless it has gone through some form of treatment process first and is the best environmental 
outcome. This is in addition to existing permit measures that already prevent acceptance of recyclable material. 
 
Budget 2018 set out the Government’s long-term ambition to maximise the amount of waste sent to recycling 
instead of incineration and landfill. Should wider policies not deliver on the Government’s waste ambitions in the 
long-term, the introduction of a tax on the incineration of waste will be considered, including how such a tax would 
work alongside Landfill Tax and the possible impacts on local authorities.  
 
Turning to air quality and pollution from EfW plants, all EfW plants in England are regulated by the Environment 
Agency (EA) through the Environmental Permitting regime. All EfW plants must comply with the strict emission 
limits set down in legislation and each permit application is assessed to ensure that the proposed plant will use the 
best available techniques (BAT) to minimise emissions, and that it will not have a significant effect on local air 
quality. The use of BAT also ensures that the global warming potential of the proposed incinerator will be minimised 
by increasing the energy efficiency of the plant and minimising nitrous oxide emissions from its de-NOx system. The 
EA will not issue an environmental permit if the proposed plant will have a significant impact on the environment or 
harm human health.  
 
On the issue of a moratorium on new EfW capacity in England, we will revisit our waste projections over the coming 
months to help understand future residual waste infrastructure capacity needs, taking account of waste prevention 
measures, our high recycling ambitions and municipal waste landfill reduction goals. This capacity analysis will also 
help us to further develop our preferred options for residual waste treatment as we move towards a circular 
economy and focus on delivering our net zero ambitions. Thank you once again for taking the time to write about 
this important issue. “ >> 
_._,_._,_ 

 
_._,_._,_ 


